Why is defending TCHC so important right now?
 
Yes TCHC has issues, many tenants are mad about maintenance. 
But as of now, we do have homes and the hope of making it better. 
The real problem is lack of proper funding for maintenance, since the higher levels of government dumped social housing on the cities, we have been running out of money to fix and maintain units. Many tenants already live in housing run by Greenwin and other private management companies. Those buildings face the worst conditions, and have the most problems -such as at 200 Wellesley. 
If Rob Ford succeeds in using this so called scandal as an excuse for shutting down or privatising TCHC and selling off some or all of it's 60,000 housing units, there will be no more: tenant participation, youth councils, tenant budgeting process, community development funds or eviction prevention program, scholarship programs, employment and training opportunities. 
164,000 tenants are at risk, especially large families in scattered housing, immigrants, seniors and disabled people. 
The mayor and his people removed the leadership and elected governance of our public housing corporation, without just cause or due process. There is no evidence that any of the board members, or the New CEO was responsible for the improper spending hyped up in the media. The people who did know and approve the spending were fired by TCHC as soon as the city’s auditor uncovered the problem, so there is no need to take it over. Some accusations were false-example: chocolates were given to reward volunteers who spent hundreds of hours helping victims of the 200 Wellesley St. fire. Compared to most government spending scandals, it was drop in the bucket, only 2% of the budget!
Ford and co have appointed an ex-politician, Case Ootes, to take over TCHC, though he is on a city pension. Ootes is well known for wanting to sell off public housing and other basic public services to private corporations.  Who then use taxpayers money to profit from exploiting our need for shelter, water and heat -but not be responsible to basic human rights, or to the public and tenants who pay for services. Right now, Case Ootes is the board, all by himself!
We tenants have had no say or voice in this sudden take-over of a publicly owned non-profit corporation that provides for our human right to affordable housing. Neither have the staff whose jobs are at stake. 
What the Mayor has done is not fair or democratic, and we, as tenants (and staff) and the public have the right to stand and demand accountability!
As it happens, the provincial government is in the process of changing housing laws. The bill on the table (140) does not protect housing and its tenants from being privatized or sold out to the lowest bidder. This increases the risk of Rob Ford selling us out... We truly risk our communities being sold to private corporations for profit in the next few months if we don't take action! 
To defend our right to housing, we need to fully inform tenants of the truth of the situation, and organize in our communities to demand the mayor and city council respect democracy and human rights in dealing with TCHC.
We must ensure the public and the people we elect are aware of the high cost risks of privatizing social housing-creating homelessness, losing public goods and assets, and allowing governments to violate human rights... Ask Federal  candidates why Canada is the only western nation without a national housing strategy and committed federal funding.
 There are many terrible examples around the world to prove:
      that no one but corporations benefits from privatizing public services, 
      that selling housing increases the death rate among vulnerable people
Lets not lie down and let it happen here in our city!
We must make sure all our politicians, at the city and the province hear from everybody in the coming weeks and months....
TCHC youth tenants and all other tenants and people who care about humanity need to get busy ASAP.
